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Annual Meeting held at the new River City Lanes Extreme Entertainment Center in Monticello on January 18, 2008.
The Wright County Economic Development Partnership held its annual meeting at the new River City Extreme Entertainment Center in Monticello on January 18th.  This event featured a buffet breakfast, presentation of business & citizen’s awards, and guest speaker, Mike Ciresi.  There was a door prize contest and Paul Otto of Otto Associates won a certificate for lunch for two compliments of the River City Lanes.
A brief business meeting was held for reinstating four board members; Brian Matzke of Citizen’s State Bank, Mike Melton of Shingobee Builders, Gene Janikula of Woodland Township, and Marc Weigle of City of St. Michael, and also to elect one new board member Laureen Bodin of the City of Buffalo.  Election of officers resulted in Mike Melton becoming the new Chair, Tom Dobson of Annandale Bank retaining the Secretary/ Treasurer position and Wayne Elam of Allied Properties becoming the Vice Chair.             
Award presentations were held after a brief business meeting.  Awards were given out to Mike Melton for 
Outstanding Member of the Year, Annandale Foods for Outstanding Start-up Entrepreneur of the Year, 
Gary Swearingen for Outstanding Citizen of the Year award and Ultra Machine Company of Monticello 

for the Outstanding High-Economic Vitality Business of the Year.  
The event was graced with a high-energy presentation by Senate candidate, Mike Ciresi.  Mike Ciresi has lived and worked in Minnesota his whole life.  Ciresi addressed the need of the current generation of leaders to find solutions for difficult problems like education of all of our youth and health care for everyone.  He compared these times to the post World War II times when major decisions and financial commitments were made to get housing and education for G.I.’s and later in the 60’s to commit to educating the baby boomers.  He said our nation is now at a similar “Tipping Point”, when decisions made now can make the difference between our nation’s success or failure.  He quoted his father, who said, “If you work hard, are responsible and accountable and do good for the community, you will have what you want in America.” This, according to Ciersi, is the American Dream; that we can get whatever we want, if we follow that simple formula.

The Partnership exists to enhance the business climate of Wright County and to help create more jobs in Wright County. The strategies the Partnership uses to achieve its mission include being an information resource and finding technical assistance; aiding business development through Business Retention & Expansion visits, providing financing resources, and providing business information and training through seminars and workshops.  Also, the Partnership markets Wright County to business site locators, and maintains an excellent website, which includes a listing of commercial and industrial property available in Wright County (see www.wrightpartnership.org ).  The Partnership also assists with Workforce Development and has gathered economic statistical information, which is available on its website. 
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