Jet Edge Inc. of St. Michael Signs $2 million China deal
This article appeared in the Tuesday, September 11, 2007 Star Tribune:

Jet Edge Inc. of St. Michael has signed an agreement with a Chinese partner to sell its equipment in China and Australia.  The arrangement, which is expected to increase company sales 10 percent, or $2 million, in three years, is indicative of the hundreds of new partnerships that have helped China become Minnesota’s second-largest trading partner in the past year.  Just three years ago, China ranked fourth.
Last year, Minnesota manufacturers such as Jed Edge exported $1.2 billion worth of goods to China.  While total first-quarter exports fell 14 percent from a year ago, hydraulic and specialized equipment exports to China shot up, according to the Minnesota Trade Office.
Jet Edge, with 50 employees and roughly $20 million in sales, is happy to be among the specialized set.  Jet Edge, which makes precision and high-pressure water-jet saws and abrasive jet systems, is in a partnership with Saimo Group of Xuzhou. Saimo, which will use Jet Edge’s power “intensifier” pumps and specialty designs to manufacture precision robotic water-jet saws for the Chinese and Australian industrial markets.   

The deal gives Saimo its first shot at making the powerful water saws that can cut through marble, steel, copper and other rugged materials.  Jet Edge’s products are used to make precision cuts, remove coatings and prepare surfaces for new applications.  

“This is one of our first distributors over there and something we have been working on for a year." Jet Edge’s marketing manger Nancy Lauseng said. 

Antonine Deproost was hired last year to be Jet Edge’s first international sales manager.  “We expect them to sell 10 of the high-end tables in the first year.” Deproost said of Saimo.  The highest-grade tables cost about $200,000 each.

