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How BIG is Wright County? 
124,700 people (2010 U.S. Census Bureau)  

How does that rank in Minnesota?
10th largest county in the state

Sherburne Co. = 88,499 people (12th largest)

How FAST is Wright County growing?
+35,000 people (+38.6%) (2000-2010)

How does that rank in Minnesota?
2nd fastest growing (behind Scott Co. = +45.2%)

Sherburne Co. = +24,082 (+37.4%)

How many CHILDREN (0-18) live here?
Approx. 37,361 (30.0%) (2010 U.S. Census Bureau) 

How many SENIOR CITIZENS (65+) live here?
Approx. 11,934 (9.6%) (2010 U.S. Census Bureau)

Perception Equals Reality
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Population Trends

ÅWright County is home to 124,700 people (10th largest) +38.6%
ïGrowth was fastest from 2000 to 2006; then slowed from 2007 to 2009
ï58th fastest growing county in the United States (* - 2009 housing units)

Å How many cities & townships are in Wright County?
ï34 = 16 cities; 18 townships
ïSt. Michael (16,399 pop.) 

Å65th largest city in Minnesota
Å+80.2% - 29th fastest growing

ïBuffalo (15,453 pop.)
Å68th largest city in Minnesota

ïOtsego (13,571 pop.)
Å74th largest city in Minnesota
Å+112.4% - 15th fastest growing

ïMonticello (12,759 pop.)
Å82nd largest city in Minnesota

ïAlbertville (7,044 pop.)
Å+94.5% - 20th fastest growing

ïDelano (5,464 pop.) +42.4%
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Population Trends

Å7 of the 30fastest growing cities in the state were in Wright Co.
ïMontrose = +149.1% (8th fastest)
ïHanover =+116.8% (14th fastest)
ïOtsego = +112.4% (15th)
ïClearwater =+102.2% (18th)
ïAlbertville = +94.5% (20th)
ïWaverly = +85.4% (22nd)
ïSt. Michael = +80.2% (29th) 
ïMonticello = +62.2% (41st); Buffalo = +53.0% (49th); Delano = +42.4% (73rd)  
ïAnnandale (+20.3%); Maple Lake (+26.1%); Rockford (+29.2%)
ïHoward Lake (+5.9%); Cokato (-1.2%); South Haven (-8.3%)

ÅHow many people live in townships in Wright County? 
ï31,668in 2010; but the population in townships is declining
ïRockford township (3,194 people); Monticello township (3,181 people)
ïFranklin township (2,760); Silver Creek township (2,335); Corinnatownship 

(2,322); Marysville township (2,147); Maple Lake township (2,048)
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Population Trends

ÅWright Countyõs population is younger than the stateõs
ï31,569 children aged 0-14 years (25.3%) as compared to 20.0%statewide

ï14,029 people aged 15-24 years (11.3%) as compared to 13.6%statewide

ÅNo 2-year or 4-year colleges or universities in the county 

ï17,496 people aged 25-34 years (14.0%) vs. 13.5%statewide

ï19,201 people aged 35-44 years (15.4%) vs. 12.8%statewide

ï18,513 people aged 45-54 years (14.8%) vs. 15.2%statewide

Å44.2% of people were in their prime working years (25-54); as 
compared to 41.5% statewide

ï11,958 people aged 55-64 years

Å9.6%, as compared to 11.9%

ï11,934 people are 65 years & over

Å9.6%, as compared to 12.9%

ÅBut change is comingé

http://www.positivelyminnesota.com/


Regional Analysis & Outreach Unit

Communications, Analysis & Research Division

Population Projections

ÅWright Co. is projected to increase 62.7%from 2010 to 2030
ïWright Co. could have 200,000 people by 2030! ï2nd fastest in the state

ÅFaster projected growth in younger age groups than the state
ï+50.1% in 0-14 years (state = +10.7%)

ï+63.7% in 15-24 years (state = +5.4%)

ï+52.8% in 35-44 years (state = +11.7%)

Å Much faster in older age groups;
including +191% in 65 years & over 
(state = +92%) - Baby Boomers

Å 12,000 people aged 55-64; which 
means approximately 1,200 people 
will be turning 65 each year

Å By 2030, perhaps 17.1%of 
Wright Co.õs population will
be 65 years & over
ï20.6%in the state
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Labor Force Trends

ÅWright Countyõs labor force expanded 30.1%from 2000 to 2010
ïFrom 52,498 available workers in 2000, with an unemp. rate of 3.2%to

68,287 available workers in 2010, but with an unemp. rate of 7.9%

ÅAverage of 1,657 unemployed workers in 2000; up to 6,306in 2009

ÅBack down to 5,415 unemployed workers in 2010

ïUnemployment rate has hovered just above the state during the decade

ÅWright Co. peaked
at 9.2% in 2009

ïWorkforce is expected
to grow another 53.3%
from 2010 to 2030

ÅFastest growth in
65 years & over
(+231.3%)

Å+68.6%increase 
in 45-64 years
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Labor Force Trends

ÅWright County has one of the highest labor force participation 
rates in the state and the nation
ïMinnesotaõs LFP rate (71.4%) is 2nd highest in the nation (U.S. = 65.3%)

ÅAlaska= 72.3%; Nebraska = 71.3%

ïWright Countyõs LFP rate (76.8%) is 4th highest in the state
ÅScott Co. = 79.3%
ÅDakota Co. = 77.5%
ÅCarver Co. = 77.0%

ïMinnesotaõs female
LFP (66.7%) is 2nd

ïWright Co.õs female 
LFP (71.1%) is 6th

ÅScott Co. = 73.8%
ÅDakota Co. = 72.6%
ÅSherburne = 72.3%
ÅBenton Co. = 72.1%
ÅAnoka Co. = 72.0%
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Labor Force Trends

Å55.3%of Wright Co.õs workers are Wright Co. residents
ï18,067 of 32,660 jobs in Wright Co.

ïDraws workers from Sherburne (3,422); Hennepin (3,363); and Stearns (1,475)

Å42.6%of Wright Co.õs residents (25,689) work in Hennepin Co.
ï18,067 of 60,304 employed working residents live & work in Wright Co. (30%)

ïSends workers to Hennepin (25,689); Ramsey (2,996); Anoka (2,418); 

Sherburne (2,230) 

Stearns (2,108)

Å14,593 workers 
drive in; 42,237 
workersdrive out
ïNet outflow of

-27,644 workers
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How many JOBS are there in Wright County?
Approx. 35,000 covered jobs (DEED QCEW program, 2010)

8,775 nonemployers(2009 IRS data)  and 1,531 farms (2007 Ag Census)

How FAST is Wright County growing?
+6,163 covered jobs (+21.4%) from 2000 to 2010

But -2,783 jobs through the recession (-7.4%) from 2007 to 2010

How many are in manufacturing?
Approx. 4,076 covered jobs (11.6%) (DEED QCEW program)

How many are in health care & social assistance?
Approx. 4,569 covered jobs (13.0%) (DEED QCEW program)

How many are in retail trade?
Approx. 5,909 covered jobs (16.9%) (DEED QCEW program)

Perception Equals Reality
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The Recession in Perspective

ÅThis has been the most severe recession in the last 60 
years (since 1948)

ÅFrom Dec. 2007 to
Dec. 2010, U.S. jobs
were cut by -5.4% 
(MN = -3.7%)
Å Worst previous

recession drop
was -5.0% in 1948

Å In 1981 recession,
worst was -3.1%

Å In 1990 recession, 
worst was -1.5%

Å In 2001 recession,
worst was -2.1%
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Recovering from the Recession

ÅRecoveries (for jobs) now take longer than in the past
Å In 1981, jobs were growing again by 28 months

Å In the 1990 recession,
employment was back
in 14 months

Å In the 2001 recession, 
the òjobless recoveryó 
lasted longer than the 
recession ðmore than
36 months

ÅMany expect the same
phenomenon during
this recovery ðperhaps
48 months or more?
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Recovering from the Recession

ÅDuring the 1990 recession, Minnesotaõs economy barely slowed 
down, and actually grew 8.6%from 1990-1994
Å Fastest growth in Computer Sys. Design; Social Assistance; Admin. & 

Support Svcs; Securities, Comm. & Financial Sales; Ambulatory Health 
Care Svcs.; Misc. Store Retailers; Miscellaneous Mfg.

ÅBut from 1994 to 2000, jobs grew 15.7%(private sector = +17.4%)

Å Construction sectors led the 1994-2000 growth (+50%)

Å Professional, Scientific & Technical Services (+35.5%)

Å Educational Svcs. (+20%); Healthcare & Social Assistance (+19.6%)

Å Manufacturing (+9.8%); Retail Trade (+14%); Finance & Insurance (+17%)

ÅDuring the 2001 recession, Minnesotaõs economy mostly held 
steady, declining just -0.1%from 2000 to 2004
Å Fastest growth in Social Assistance; Credit Intermediation; Educational 

Services; Healthcare; Legal Services; Construction of Buildings; Arts, 
Entertainment, & Recreation; Finance & Insurance
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Recovering from the Recession

ÅMinnesota peaked with about 2.76 million jobs in 2006-2008; 
and had fallen to about 2.64 million jobs in 2010
Å From 2008 to 2009, Minnesota lost about -108,000 jobs

Å From 1982 to 1984, Minnesota gained about 113,000 jobs

ÅThroughout the 1990s, Minnesotaõs economy consistently added 
about 120,000 jobs every two years
Å From 2003 to 2007, Minnesota gained about 111,000 jobs

ÅThis is the first recent decade (2000-2010) when the state of 
Minnesota lost jobs (-47,639 jobs)
Å 1950-1960 = +158,800 1980-1990 = +358,732
Å 1960-1970 = +358,800 1990-2000 = +549,000
Å 1970-1980 = +457,168 2000-2008 = +78,113
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Recovering from the Recession

ÅCentral Minnesota enjoyed 25 straight years of job growth from 
1982 to 2007, gaining +138,000 jobs (+112%)
Å During the 2001 recession, Wright Co. actually gained jobs

Å Wright Co. averaged gains of +1,278 net new jobs per year from 2000 to 
2007(28,860 jobs to 37,806 jobs)

Å From 2007 to 2010, Wright Co. lost -2,783 jobs (-7.4%)
Å A return to average 

growth would mean 
2 - 2½ years to recoveré

Å Or, Wright Co. could
break even in one really
good yearé (2004-2005)

Å Perhaps back to where we 
were in 2007 by 2013?
Å However, in the past, once 

back to normal, then job 
growth really takes off
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