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What’s inside? 

 “Around the County” –  
      Some good news from Wright County. 
 
 “2007 Annual Meeting of the Partnership” – 
     Annual Reports, election of officers, and awards to Outstanding County  
    Players precede a speech by Mike Ciresi. 
 
 “Wright County Industrial building receives state-wide recognition” – 
      Duke Realty building along Hwy 101 receives recognition at annual event 
      
“Upcoming Events” – 

2008 Job Fair & State of the Cities & Transportation updates seminars. 
 

 “Out compete your competition by attending Market Busting 
Workshop in Delano” -- 

    Afternoon workshop in Delano on February 21st  
 
 “Partnership current member listings” –  

Check out the members we do have and consider joining  
or recruit another business to do so. 
 

  “Contact information” –  
For any questions you may have about The Partnership or 
“Around the County”, please contact us. 
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Around the County 
 

by 

Noel LaBine 

Executive Director 

 

The recent news of a depressed economy and talk of a recession has created a flurry of negative news and 
often illogical responses.  Take the tone of the recent article in the February 2 Minneapolis Tribune: “U.S. 
employers cut jobs last month for the first time in more than four years, a shower of pink slips that were the 
starkest signal yet that the economy is grinding to a halt if it isn’t already in recession.” 
 

Grinding to a halt?  Now there is a bit of hyperbole, if I have ever heard any.  An economy that has stopped 
expanding and is actually starting to slip slightly is the definition of a recession, but it is by no means a 
complete an utter stop or “halt” or whatever. 
 

Obviously, Wall Street wasn’t of the same sentiment and the Dow Jones Industrial average rose 92 plus 
points on Friday.  And even though the manufacturing index slipped in December to below 50, which 
indicates a slowdown, “orders to factories for big-ticket manufactured goods jumped unexpectedly.” 
(Tribune 1-30-08). This increase was attributed to overseas demand. The National Association of 
Manufacturers also welcomed the report as “confirmation for manufacturers that export-led growth is 
continuing.” 
 

And here’s some more good news:  “In the past 60 years, the nation has endured 11 recessions, the most 
recent in 2001. . . That one was the shortest and mildest on record.”  
Moreover, according to,  “Prescott, a former University of Minnesota economist there is a heartening trend 
in the fact that the stretch between recessions has grown longer over the past couple of decades, as the 
economy has become more stable.” (Mike Meyer, SBDC as written in the Tribune). 
 

So, in Wright County anyway, the economy will continue strong.  Manufacturers are expanding (see last 
month’s list of communities and expansions within those communities), and buildings are being built.  As 
the housing industry seeks to recover from the negative reaction to foolish sub-prime lending practices, 
there is still new housing being built.  In fact, some communities have new housing activity between 33% 
and 50% of the high point of three years ago.  This was a pleasant surprise.  See next month’s report of 2007 
housing data. 
 

One sign of the strength of the economy is the amount of traffic, and we certainly have a lot of that in 
Wright County, and I predict that there will be more new retail built here in 2008.  The pace will slow down 
from the pace of 2006 and 2007, but for certain retailers, there are still places that they want to be around 
Wright County. 
 

 
Noel LaBine 

Executive Director 
 

          Around the County 



 
 

The Wright County Economic Development Partnership held its annual meeting at the new 
River City Lanes Extreme Entertainment Center in Monticello on January 18th.  This event 
featured a buffet breakfast, presentation of business & citizen’s awards, and guest speaker, 
Mike Ciresi.  There was a door prize contest and Paul Otto of Otto Associates won a 
certificate for lunch for two compliments of the River City Lanes. 
 
A brief business meeting was held for reinstating four board members; Brian Matzke of 
Citizens State Bank, Mike Melton of Shingobee Builders, Gene Janikula of Woodland 
Township, and Marc Weigle of City of St. Michael, and also to elect one new board member 
Laureen Bodin from the City of Buffalo.  Election of officers resulted in Mike Melton 
becoming the new Chair, Tom Dobson of Annandale Bank retaining the Secretary/Treasurer 
position and Wayne Elam of Allied Properties becoming the Vice Chair.              
 
Award Presentations were held after a brief business meeting.  Awards were given out to 
Mike Melton for Outstanding Member of the Year, Annandale Foods for Outstanding Start-
up Entrepreneur of the Year, Gary Swearingen for Outstanding Citizen of the Year and Ultra 
Machine Company of Monticello for Outstanding High-Economic Vitality Business of the 
Year.   
 
The event was graced with a high-energy presentation by Senate candidate, Mike Ciresi.  
Mike Ciresi has lived and worked in Minnesota his whole life.  Ciresi addressed the need of 
the current generation of leaders to find solutions for difficult problems like education of all 
of our youth and health care for everyone.  He compared these times to the post World War 
II times when major decisions and financial commitments were made to get housing and 
education for G.I.’s and later in the 60’s to commit to educating the baby boomers.  He said 
our nation is now at a similar “Tipping Point”, when decisions made now can make the 
difference between our nation’s success and failure.  He quoted his father, who said, “If you 
work hard, are responsible and accountable and do good things for the community, you will 
have what you want in America.” This, according to Ciresi, is the American Dream; that we 
can get whatever we want, if we follow that simple formula. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The famous Wright County cheer at the 2007 Annual Meeting 

 

2007 Annual Meeting held at the new 
River City Extreme Entertainment Center in Monticello 

 



 

 

To the left: Randy Hatcher, UMC and  Don 
Tomann, UMC – High Economic Vitality Business 
of the Year,  Clell Deakin, Annandale Foods – 
Outstanding Start up Entrepreneur of the Year, Gary 
Swearingen – Outstanding Citizen of the Year and 
Mike Melton, Shingobee Builders – Outstanding 
Member of the Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the right: Tim Zipoy, Outgoing Chair of the 
Partnership and representative at CMJTS, Mike 
Ciersi, US Senate candidate, and Noel LaBine, 
Director of the Partnership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the left: Mike Ciersi speaking at  
2007 Annual Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

More pictures from our Award winners to our Annual Meeting 



 

 
 
The Duke Realty building off of Highway 101 in Otsego won the 2007 NAIOP Award of 
“Excellence for the Industrial / Bulk Distributing” category at the annual event held 
Thursday evening, January 24th.  NAIOP stands for the National Association of Industrial 
and Office Properties.  There are almost 1000 members in the Minnesota Chapter of NAIOP 
and many companies involved in the construction, design, ownership, and maintenance of 
industrial and office properties belong to this organization. 
  
Building projects are selected by a panel of 20 independent judges, who spent one day in 
October touring 36 projects and rating them based on criteria including Site Development 
and Landscaping, Architectural Integrity, Interior Design, Integration into the Community, 
Market Feasibility and Unique Challenges. 
            
Another member of the Wright County Economic Development Partnership was part of a 
winning category recognized at the NAIOP Annual Awards Ceremony held Thursday 
evening, January 24th.  Loucks Associates were the “Engineers for the Office Build-to-Suit” 
winner. The Allianz Life Corporate Expansion located in Golden Valley along Highway 394. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Wright County Industrial building receives state – wide 
recognition at prestigious Annual NAIOP event 



 

 

Upcoming Events 



Central Minnesota Area Job Fair 

  March 25, 2008 

Business Registration Form 
 

Company Name: ____________________________________________ 
 

Address:  __________________________________________________ 
 

City:  ________________________    State:  ______  Zip:  __________ 
 

Telephone:  ___________________  Fax:  ________________________ 
 

Contact Person:  _____________________________________________   
 

Contact E-Mail:  _____________________________________________ 
 

Your company name and career opportunities will be included in the employer directory. Please be as descriptive as 
possible to assist the public in identifying your booth as the place to visit.  
 
Career Opportunities:  (Please print or attach separate sheet) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of booths requested:  ____   Total cost:  _______ 

Each booth measures 8’ x 10’ and includes one 8’ table, two chairs, tablecloth, piping, drapes, and a sign with 
your company name.  Cost is $150.00 per booth. 
 

We will need electricity:  Yes ____     No  ____ 

Electricity is available at no extra cost, but please bring your own extension cords. 
 
You may register and pay by credit card online at www.wrightpartnership.org  
 
Please make checks payable to:   EDP OF WRIGHT COUNTY 
             Mail to:    Wright County Economic Development Partnership 
      P.O. Box 525 
                  Rockford, MN  55373  
 
Remember:  You must return your registration form and payment by March 14, 2008 to be included in the 
employer directory. 



 

Event Registration 
1. State of the Cities  

and/or 

2. Transportation Update Seminar 

  (circle one(s) you plan to attend) 
Contact information 
Name(s): 
 
 
Organization: 
 
Phone: 
 
Cost: 
            Members ~ $25   
            Non-members ~ $40 

* Register on our website at www.wrightpartnership.org 
 

* Please complete and return this form by fax: (763) 477 - 3054  
  
* or mail:   Wright County EDP 
                    PO Box 525; 6800 Electric Dr 
                    Rockford, MN 55373 
 
* Please call Jeanene with any questions (763) 477 - 3000 ext. 3470  

 
                   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The workshop takes place after the Chamber's noon General Meeting  
which is also at City Hall. 

 
 
 



 
The Wright County Partnership’s events are a great place to network with community leaders from Wright County and 
 get first-hand information about various development activities.  The networking participation at these events has been  
very valuable to developers, city representatives, and others.  We have a total of about 345 individuals involved in some  

aspect of the Partnership. For more information on these events or others like them please contact  
Noel or Jeanene at the Partnership at 763-477-3086 or nlabine@whe.org or jstrum@whe.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

River City Extreme Entertainment Center,  

TKDA and Carlson Building Services  

 
 
 

There are lots of reasons to belong to the PartnershiThere are lots of reasons to belong to the PartnershiThere are lots of reasons to belong to the PartnershiThere are lots of reasons to belong to the Partnershipppp    
 “It's wonderful to have someone like the Partnership helping out local businesses! As a very small 
business owner, it's hard for us to wear all the hats a business is required to now days - it's people 
like you who take time to make that one phone call who really make a difference!  We appreciate the 
service you provide to this area!  We definitely tell other business owners who are thinking of 
relocating what a great area this is!”  
 LaDonna Ahrens, Ahrens Enterprises, LLC, Albertville 
 

 “I appreciate the work that Noel and the Partnership have done with the development  
seminars.  It brings the private sector development people with the Cities, and it has created a lot of 
contacts and partnerships that otherwise may not have happened.” 
 Bob Derus, City of St. Michael 
 

 “These are the movers and shakers of what’s happening in Wright County!  We should be part of this 
organization.”   

Rick Borden, Larson Allen 
 

 Consider thisConsider thisConsider thisConsider this::::    
• Network with community and contractors, developers, and realtors from Wright County and 

those interested in doing business in Wright County. 
• Promote your business to other businesses.  All members will be listed in our new  

Directory, which will be distributed throughout Wright County.  Members only can purchase 
additional advertising in the Directory. 

• Attend events and receive a membership discount.  This discount will be $15 per event. 

• Stay in touch with development news in Wright County.  Our monthly newsletter features 
stories about industry and development in Wright County. 

• Reach out to thousands through our webpage, www.wrightpartnership.org and get a link from 
our site to your site.   

 
 

Membership  

Welcome to our newest members! 



 

 
 

Banks/ Lenders 

Annandale State Bank 
Bank of Elk River 
Bankwest 
Citizens State Bank 
1st National Bank of Elk River  
     & Maple Lake 
Great Northern Bank 
Highland Bank 
Klein Bank 
Lake Community Bank 
Mid-Country Bank 
Premier Banks 
Riverview Community Bank 
State Bank of Delano 
Wells Fargo 
 

Businesses 

Alex Wikstrom  
Allied Properties 
AMS Insurance 
Bainey Group 
Bauer Design Build, LLC 
Bolton & Menk Engineers 
Bonestroo  
Carlson Building Services 
Central MN Development Co. 
Central MN Jobs & Training Service 
Courie, MacArthur & Ruppe 
Darkenwald Real Estate 
DiOrio Business Group 
Duke Realty 
Edina Realty - Buffalo 
Edina Realty – Terry Morrow 
Farr Development 
Franklin Outdoor Advertising 
Group 10 Technology 
Henningson & Snoxell Law Firm 
Herald Journal Publishing 
IDC - Monticello 
IKON Office Solutions 
Initiative Foundation 
KKE Architects 
KLC Financial 
Land for Sale 
 
 

Businesses continued… 

Landcor, Inc. 
Larson, Allen  
Liberty Title 
Lenzmeier Realty Services 
Loucks & Associates 
Marcus Construction 
Meyer – Rohlin Engineers 
Nelson Building & Development 
North Hennepin Community College 
Otter Creek 
Otto Assoc. Eng. & Land Surveyors 
PALO Companies 
Paumen Properties 
Pfeffer Company 
Riverwood National Golf Course 
Rockwoods Grill Backwater Bar 
Schlenner Wenner & Co. 
Scott Builders 
S.E.H. Engineering 
Shingobee Builders 
Sil-Pro of Delano 
Silver Springs Golf Course 
SRF Consulting Group 
Stallion Development 
Strategic LLC 
Summerset Studio 
Sunny Fresh Foods 
Terra General Contractors 
TKDA 
The Staubach Company 
Veolia ES Landfill 
Weatherhill Commercial 
Wild Marsh Golf Course 
WSB Engineering 
 

 
 

Cities 

Albertville 
Annandale 
Buffalo 
Clearwater 
Cokato 
Delano 
Hanover 
Howard Lake 
Maple Lake 
Monticello 
Montrose 
Rockford 
South Haven 
St. Michael 
 

County 

Wright 
 

Hospitals 

Buffalo Hospital (Allina) 
Monticello-Big Lake Hospital 
 

Townships 

Woodland 
 

Utilities 

Wright Hennepin Electric 
Xcel Energy 
 

Associate Members 

Wright County Chambers of Commerce 
I-94 Chamber of Commerce 
MN Technology 
Wright Technical Center 
 

Current Members  

Partnership Staff 

Noel LaBine, Executive Director    Jeanene Strum, Executive Assistant 
6800 Electric Dr. PO Box 525     jstrum@whe.org  
Rockford, MN 55373               Rockford, MN 55373 
(763) 477-3086     (763) 477-3000 ext. 3470 
nlabine@whe.org 

  www.wrightpartnership.org 


